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2016 Annual Summary for the Energy Optimization
and Renewable Energy Plan
Annually, Traverse City Light & Power (TCL&P) highlights the utility’s success throughout the previous year in
achieving, or exceeding, the requirements outlined in Public Act 295 of 2008 (PA 295), also known as the “Clean,
Renewable and Efficient Energy Act.” PA 295 requires that energy providers promote, encourage and incentivize the
efficient use of energy through Energy Optimization (EO) Programs and increase the amount of renewable energy in
the utility’s generation portfolio.

Energy Optimization
In 2016, TCL&P spent $509,345 on EO Programs and achieved 5,053 MWh
of energy savings, exceeding the state-mandated goal by 49% and saving
enough electricity to power approximately 800 Traverse City area homes for
an entire year.

Refrigerator/Freezer
RECYCLING equals CASH

The program offered opportunities to help residential and business customers
reduce their energy consumption and save money. These included:
•
•
•

Incentives for purchasing ENERGY STAR® appliances, high efficiency
HVAC systems and LED light bulbs.
Incentives for recycling old, inefficient refrigerators and freezers, room air
conditioners, and dehumidifiers.
Business customers were offered incentives to upgrade their equipment
to greater energy efficiency, including lighting, motors, air systems,
refrigeration, HVAC units, and building management systems.

TCL&P contracted with Franklin Energy through the Michigan Public Power
Agency (MPPA) to administer the EO efforts to comply with PA 295. The
Michigan Municipal Electric Association (MMEA) filed a biennial 2 year EO
Plan with the Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) on July 28, 2015
as required by PA 295 and filed a joint 2016 EO Annual Report for TCL&P
with the MPSC on May 31, 2017.
To view a copy of the complete report visit the TCL&P Service Center or the Energy Smart
section of TCL&P’s website at tclp.org.

Renewable Energy

TCL&P has partnered with Bay
Area Recycling for Charities
(BARC) to provide recycling
services for your inefficient working
refrigerator or freezer. Call (231)
922-4940 to request a pickup. Once
the appliance has been collected,
you will be eligible for a $50
rebate in the mail. It’s that simple!
All refrigerators and freezers
must be at least 10 cubic
feet and in working condition.
For more information about the
program, visit Energy Smart on
TCL&P’s website at tclp.org.

In 2016, TCL&P acquired 34,018,000 kilowatt hours of renewable energy, which equates to 10.3% of the utility’s total
electric sales. The renewable energy is currently being acquired from the following sources:
•

Wind: The energy produced from the Heritage Stoney Corners Wind Farm was equivalent to
powering approximately 3,976 Traverse City area homes for an entire year. The energy produced
from the M-72 Wind Turbine was equivalent to powering 67 Traverse City area homes for an entire
year.

•

Landfill Gas: The energy produced from the Granger and NANR Landfill Gas Facilities was
equivalent to powering approximately 1,466 Traverse City area homes for an entire year.

Legislative Update
Effective in April 2017, PA 295 became Public Act 342, or the “Clean and Renewable Energy and Energy Waste Reduction
Act.” The new Act combines initiatives that promote and encourage energy waste reduction with increasing the amount of
renewable energy within a utility’s generation portfolio to 15% by 2021.

Did you know...
TCL&P has deployed a new feature on our website for customers to
monitor not only the utility’s overall generation portfolio, but also look
specifically at our renewable sources, updated on a monthly basis.
Customers can view the most current data and easily retrieve historical
data for comparison.
Visit the About L&P section of TCL&P’s website at tclp.org.

TCL&P Mission
To provide the Public Power benefits of safety, lower rates, high reliability, local control, and exceptional customer service to the
City, its residents, and all TCL&P customers.

Executive Director’s Update: Looking Towards the Future
The TCL&P Board has been busy the last few months considering a varying degree of highly visible and impactful
projects for the Traverse City community.

Transformer Art - Uptown Project

Art on Infrastructure: In collaboration with the City of Traverse City’s
Arts Commission, TCL&P has finalized a process to allow artwork on
utility owned equipment to help prevent unwanted graffiti and bring
a sense of uniqueness to the area. Currently, TCL&P is working with
students from the Interlochen Center for the Arts to design the initial
selections. Soon, customers will be able to apply to TCL&P for artwork
placement and select from a pre-established list of designs with the cost
to be paid entirely by the customer.

Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI): Soon AMI will become a reality for customers of TCL&P. The
utility recently underwent a lengthy vendor review process in collaboration with the City of Traverse City, and
successfully selected a vendor that was able to provide all of the necessary functions needed for both TCL&P
electric service and the City of Traverse City water and sewer services. TCL&P has committed to moving
forward with the project that will involve the replacement of existing customer electric meters with Advanced
Meters. These new meters will communicate electronically with TCL&P, thus improving the delivery and
reliability of our electric service. Implementation is expected to begin this fall. Customers will be notified when
replacement is scheduled to take place as brief outages will be necessary during the transfer.
Fiber To The Premise (FTTP): This has been a topic of discussion for the Board, staff and public over the last
year and a half and now has received the green light to move forward. Over the next few months, staff will be
going out for Request for Proposals in search of Internet Services Providers (ISPs) interested in providing high
speed internet to all homes and businesses served by TCL&P. The utility would continue to own, operate and
maintain the network.
Renewable Generation: In December 2016, the City of Traverse City adopted a resolution
that set a goal that all City operations would obtain 100% of the electricity it uses from renewable
sources by 2020. Additionally, this resolution established a “Green Team” comprised of 6-10
representatives from various City Boards and community stakeholders that was tasked with
looking into renewable energy options. In order to meet their 100% renewable goal, the City
has estimated that it needs approximately 11,500 megawatt hours, or roughly 3.5% of TCL&P’s
annual generation. TCL&P will be working with the City, stakeholders and energy experts over
the coming months to assist in finding additional sources of renewable energy, not only to reach
the City’s 100% renewable goal, but also for the benefit of all TCL&P customers.

Tim Arends
Executive Director
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